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Golfview
honoring
family

The new
‘Porch’ for
drinking and
lounging

Watson Haynes and
DeShay Collier
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Golfview Healthcare Center
inducted three new members into their Hall of Fame
Café Oct. 13. Inductees are
celebrated and honored for
their success in public service, military service, professional
or
personal
accomplishments and contributions to the community.
Golfview
Healthcare
Center, a long-term healthcare and rehabilitation center, held their ceremony on
the same day as the other
143 facilities in the Signature
HealthCARE network. This
year’s inductees included
resident Rosaleen Swift, employee Margaret Pittmon
and volunteer Jonas Giangrosso.
For the second year in a
row, Director of Social Services DeShay Collier has had
the pleasure of organizing
the ceremony. This year she
ambushed the guest speaker
by not letting him know he
was on the program until he
arrived.
“When your children do
things, you show up,” said
Watson Haynes, president &
CEO of Pinellas County
Urban League.
Hayne’s secretary was in
on the surprise and made
sure this was one event he
didn’t miss.
“My secretary said ‘don’t
be late and make sure you
get there,’” he recalled.
Haynes congratulated
See HEALTH, page 10

Star Jones stopped by the South St. Petersburg Voter Registration Kick-off on Mon., Oct. 17 to
encourage Clinton supporters as they geared up to go out into the field to campaign.

lending ‘Star’ power
to the clinton campaign
in St. Pete
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Lawyer, journalist and
television personality
Star Jones—one of the
original hosts of The
View — made stops in
St. Pete and Tampa
Monday to campaign for
presidential nominee
Hillary Clinton.
A women’s and diversity advocate and a
former public prosecutor, Jones aimed to highlight Clinton’s vision for

an America that is
stronger together with
an economy that works
for everyone, not just
those at the top.
While in St. Pete she
stopped off at the South
St. Petersburg Voter
Registration Kick-off,
where she spoke to
eager Clinton supporters gearing up to go out
in the field to campaign.
Jones stressed the importance
of
voter
turnout along with the
influence that Florida’s
29 electoral votes can

have on the upcoming
election.
“I’ll tell you one thing
is for certain,” Jones
said, “Trump can’t win
without Florida.”
She added that she
believes there are a
number of paths to victory for Clinton without
winning Florida, but
urged everyone in the
state to stop Trump
from becoming our next
president.
Jones pointed out
that she has known Clinton for 20 years and was

not speaking as the
“celebrity Star Jones”
but a member of “Team
Hillary.”
On the set of The
View years ago, Jones
asked Clinton when was
she going to run for
president. At the time
the thought hadn’t
crossed the former Secretary of State’s mind.
Jones told her “when
you’re ready, I’ll be
ready to help!”
And that’s exactly
See STAR, page 6

Candidates discuss bipartisan solutions
to local issues during forum

PHOTOS BY Kenneth Owen
Neighborhood News Bureau

BY COLIN PARKER
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
Candidates for the federal and state Senate had
a civil discussion about
local issues Oct. 13 at
the Rock of Jesus Baptist
Missionary
Baptist
Church. The forum included candidates for
the U.S. Senate former
Gov. Charlie Crist and
Rep. David Jolly, Rep.
Darryl Rouson and a late

participation of candidate to the Florida
House of Representatives, former St. Petersburg
City
Council
Member Wengay Newton.
Each
candidate
shared their views on
how to resolve issues
that mattered to the
community, from criminal justice reform to aiding the failing education
system in the area.
See FORUM, page 11

David Jolly and Darryl Rouson

Marcus Anderson
BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
South St. Pete has a new
neighbor that is drawing a
crowd to its porch.
The Porch Bar and
Lounge is a small local bar
located at 1239 4th St. S,
near downtown. Since
opening in mid-August,
customers have been finding the place through Facebook and word-of-mouth.
“It’s looking optimistic
so far,” said owner Marcus
Anderson.
The Porch turns up the
volume on the weekends
with Friday’s Happy Hour,
which features karaoke
music and dance from 6-11
p.m., and continues with
Reggae Dance Hall at 11
p.m. Saturday nights are
Grown and Sexy nights
starting at 10 p.m., where
women can get in for free.
“The vibe you get when
you walk through the door
is different from other bars
I have been in,” said Jondae Solomon, one of the
Porch’s bartenders. “It is a
very laid back vibe here.”
The
Porch
offers
drinks such as Long Island
or Texas teas for $4, well
drinks for $5, daiquiris for
$10 and hookahs for $15.
A St. Pete native, Anderson graduated from
Lakewood High School in
2003 and from the University of South Florida in
2007 with a bachelor’s degree in criminology.
By day, Anderson is the
CEO of Tampa Bay Behavioral Health Center. Since
2011, he has helped patients with emotional and
See PORCH, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Violated civil rights, Donald
Trump and American Friends:
A cautionary tale
BY YVONNE SCRUGGSLEFTWICH, PH.D.
Former & first-ever African
American, New York State
Housing Commissioner, in Governor Mario Cuomo's Cabinet

“I got involved as a Fair
Housing volunteer because I
was just so amazed at white
folks going to the lengths that
this group* did to support
blacks ... We worked together
as scouts, and later, as 'test
teams, finding vacant houses
in suburban neighborhoods for
minorities to buy. Realtors
wouldn't list, and tried to hide
these houses and other publicly
supplemented,
affordable
housing opportunities, as a
way of keeping minorities out
of communities.”
*American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) = Society of Friends, or The
Quakers.
- Julia Outterbridge Robinson
Although Julia Outterparents
bridge-Robinson
strongly discouraged her academic aspirations -- telling
her what she couldn't do and
where the boundaries were
that she shouldn't cross -- she
became the first black valedictorian ever to graduate
from her high school. She
went on to become one of the
first three blacks hired by a
Philadelphia bank, all while at
the age of 17.
Not only that, Outterbridge-Robinson was accepted into the Ivy League
University of Pennsylvania's
graduate school of City and
Regional Planning, where
she earned a master's degree.
"When I graduated from
high school in 1953 and finally began to recover from
the disappointment of not
being able to go to college, I
picked up the Want-Ad section of the Philadelphia newspaper one myself to the
Pennsylvania Bank, to an insurance company and to the
Bell Telephone Company. I
said that I wanted a job. After
they had advertised
the vacancies, I just believed that they meant everybody. They tested me that
same day.
A few days later, my high
school guidance counselor,
who had been very supportive, called me to give me advice about which of the jobs I
should accept. In those days
she was quite unusual because most white counselors
tried to dissuade blacks from
following their aspirations for
college. She knew my family
situation and that there was
no money for college, so she
advised me to accept the
bank's job offer. She even
had already given me a
strong
recommendation
when they called her as a reference. And, lo and behold,
they hired me, much to the
chagrin of my Mother, particularly, who thought that I was
brazen and out-of-place, and
would end up having serious
problems because of my forward behavior.
That's why I became an
activist. It was in rebellion
against what I saw around
me. I was upset and angry
because people around me
obviously were not getting
education, housing or the
jobs which they deserved
and they were suffering. Yet,
they seemed to me to be resigned to their fate. All
throughout my early life I was
told what I couldn't do, what
I had better not do .., that it
was all useless - while rarely
seeing them do anything to
change their conditions.
I became very determined not to have my life follow that same course. I knew
that I wanted my
children to know that
there is a big, bad world out
there that needed changing
and that they could do something to make it a better
place. And while I was very

angry with my family, I came
to realize that they had been
trying to protect me from
what they saw as ultimate
hurt and disappointment..."
brought about by decades of
steering, red-lining, race-coding and other strategies of
post-Reconstruction discrimination and housing segregation."
In the 1970's, following
13 years as an official at Pennsylvania Bank, Robinson continued to volunteer, almost
always with organizations devoted to increasing the number of blacks who gained
access to society's benefits.
When she and her Army-Veteran husband, Harold Robinson, began seeking
to
purchase their first family
home , they lived their own
personal beliefs and their GIBill entitlements - including
his Masters-Degree - by
searching with the support of
"Test Teams" opening up the
suburbs to blacks who
wanted to buy homes in
Philadelphia's
suburban
communities.
Main-Line
They became part of a growing group of proponents of
national Fair Housing and
anti-discrimination strategies,
making demands across the
Country.
These same 1970's
"Open-Housing" efforts, increasing in many of America's sprawling metropolitan
areas including in New York
State, were energized by the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
by regular up-dates of New
York State's own 1945 iconic
anti-discrimination law, - the
very first State in the nation to
enact one. By the 1970's, the
evolved New York State Division of Human Rights was
standing squarely on the
shoulders of the often-vulnerable "scouts" and "testing
couples", like Julia and
Harold Robinson and others,
who volunteered to become
the
expeditionary
ground/front-line forces for
fair, affordable and desegregated housing in New York
State, Pennsylvania and elsewhere. Included within this
scrutiny were most of New
York State's 183 modern,
Mitchell-Lama, middle-income housing developments
and locations, accommodating millions of occupants living in thousands of publicly
subsidized units, managed by
their builders and/or by contract-managers.
Donald Trump and his
organization were one such
housing provider, with dominion over at least 14,000
publicly subsidized, middleincome units of housing
throughout New York State.
A Federal legal action, targeting some of these housing
units (U.S. v Trump, October
1973), is only occasionally
mentioned lately, in partisan
arguments among critics and
journalists, and thus is severely marginalized as an intentional act of discrimination
against people of color. It
also is cavalierly dismissed by
Donald Trump. He has
pointed out that the settlement to which he agreed in
order to end the Federal action, did not require that he
admit to any wrong doing on
his part.
Based upon the Fair
Housing strategies and specific documentation of scouts,
test-couples and observers
like the Robinsons, as well as
AFSC's and other advocates'
empirical audit reports and
evidence, the impact of
Trump's
discrimination
against African Americans
was draconian, in that same
period during which Trump
was sued by the Civil Rights
Division of the U.S.
Department of Justice.
Now retrospectively disregarded, both by election-season analytical laziness and
Donald Trump's convenient
superficiality and congenital

callousness, Trump's
signed Settlement Agreement was anything but inconsequential.
The shrinking volume of
standard, affordable, taxpayer-subsidized housing
supply was documented in
the NY State Division of
Housing and Community Renewal's (DHCH) Housing
Needs Analysis, which my
staff experts and I produced
and presented to Governor
Mario Cuomo. The study
was published in 1983, when
I was DHCR's
Commissioner. The data
in this analysis also described
the increase in New York
State's black population during the 1970-1980 US Census
years, which was apparent in
increases in middle-income
housing demand, especially
in the New York City's urban
and suburban areas, where
most of the 183 Taxpayersubsidized Mitchell-Lama dewere
velopments
concentrated. Thus, the demand for the very housing
supply, which was the target
of Fair Housing activists and
AFSC's efforts to support
blacks and other minorities
seeking affordable, decent
housing, was both compromised and thwarted, by the
very challenges of intractable
discrimination, steering, racecoding and other tools of discrimination, just liked that
documented in the 1973 U.S.
v Trump Complaint .
Moreover, the allegations
against Trump -- of "steering"
black prospects away from
access and opportunity; of
denying countless black and
minority aspirants their entitlements to middle-class benefits; of discriminating against
black buyers and renters
alike, making them vulnerable to the same experiences
as are reflected in the life-narrative of Julia Robinson; and,
of deliberately relegating minorities to negative life-altering dynamics described
above-- created a context for
the conundrum of Donald
Trump's reactions to 1970's
racial demographics and civil
rights gains.
His recollection of his appropriation of these lingering
consequences of slavery and
segregation is dissembling
and distracting. It sometimes, therefore, is essential
to put real faces and complexions on intractable inequities
and intentional avoidance of
social justice and the truth.
This essay gives actual
context to Donald Trumps
fast and loose playing with
black folks' destiny. It also addresses his intemperate, impudent question to African
American voters - and by extension, to other minorities as
well. Of course, Donald
Trump doesn't even begin to
understand the answer to his
own Campaign dog-whistle:
"What the Hell have you
got to loose ????"
Unfortunately, even if
Donald Trump reads this entire commentary, recognizes
the depth and legacy of Julia
and Harold Robinson - both
holders of advanced university degrees, a solidly middle
class African-American Army
Veteran Family, agents of social change and spinal-discs
in America's backbone - and
even if he acknowledges the
humanitarian AFSC and the
tapestry of our fully layered
centuries'-long American
journey, he probably still will
not have a clue.
The answer is: "More
than YOU will ever know !"

Updates on the Manhattan Casino
BY RICK KRISEMAN
Mayor, St. Petersburg

I am happy to share
more exciting news about
22nd Street S, “The
Deuces.” We are now officially seeking a restaurant
to fill the void left by
Sylvia’s closing.
Last week, more than
10 interested parties
toured our historic Manhattan Casino and restaurant space. Given the buzz
that has been generated, I
am confident we will receive several excellent
proposals and that a new
restaurant open in the
near future.
While we anticipate
that the building’s next
restaurant operator will
utilize the upstairs for
event space, we do have
the opportunity to utilize
and program the space
during this interim period. In order to honor the
Manhattan Casino’s rich,
vibrant history and ensure it remains a lively

gathering space, the City
of St. Petersburg will soon
be accepting private event
reservations.
The sun will again
shine bright on the Manhattan Casino.
In other news, the City
of St. Petersburg is ready
to begin accepting applications for the ‘Not My
Son’ Cohort of Champions, a program of our My
Brother’s and Sister’s
Keeper Initiative.
The Cohort of Champions Training Initiative is
our next step in preparing
our
African-American
boys and young men for
the future. This program
will develop a trained,
qualified and ready workforce.
When I announced
earlier this year that we
were fully committed to
changing the trajectory
for our youth, I meant it.
Nothing means more to
me.
Applications are available beginning Friday,

Oct. 21 at your nearest
Parks and Recreation center or library. I invite potential applicants to
submit an application to
this unique program.
For information on the
Manhattan Casino Request for Proposal, contact David Dickerson,
Real Estate & Property
Management, 727-8937187.
For more about the
Cohort of Champions,
workforce development
and training for African
American boys and young
men, contact Rev. Kenny
Irby, at 727-893-7808.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Criminal Justice in the United
States: Eyewitness identification,
wrongful convictions
The
St.
Petersburg
Branch of the Association for
the Study of African American Life and History
(ASALH) presents a seminar
on the conviction of Michael
Morgan, a young resident of
St. Pete who says he was
wrongfully convicted of a
crime he did not commit.
When: Saturday, Oct. 29
Where: Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American
History Museum, 2240 9th
Ave S, St. Petersburg
Time: 10 a.m.
Watch a short film by
journalist Michael Deeson
and join the discussion.

C onneCt W ith U s !

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
ADVERSISERS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Not only did we beat you, but you got beat by a girl!’
From STAR, page 1

what her Tampa Bay visit
was all about, helping her
friend become the first
woman president of the
United States.
“It makes me so proud
to be out here working for
her on the ground,” Jones
said. “I know what the
stakes are in this election.”
In urging the small
crowd on hand to campaign for votes for Clinton,
Jones underscored the importance of issues that
matter, such as equal pay
for women. She noted that
40 percent of American
women head their households.
“So if you’re not getting
equal pay for equal work,”
she said, “your family is
suffering!”
Protecting social security is another key issue, as
Jones said people should
not have to ask themselves, “Do I eat or do I
pick up my diabetes medicine? That’s wrong in the
United States of America!”
Referencing Clinton’s
WikiLeaks email scandal,

Jones urged her fellow
campaigners to ask, “What
the hell is WikiLeaks? Why
does that matter to you? Is
that going to make your
kid come out of college
without a mountain of
debt?”
Noting that the next
president will appoint
three or four Supreme
Court Justices during his
or her term, she asked
rhetorically, “Do you trust
Donald Trump with the
Supreme Court?”
Bringing up Trump’s
seemingly uneven temperament, Jones said we
should want someone to
make learned decisions
based on facts and the people around them to make
“good sense.” As for trust
factor, Jones said she
would trust Clinton with
her life.
“She’s been working
for me for a long time,”
Jones said. “She was my
senator in New York.
Those choices that she
made really impacted my
actual life. Where I could

go, what I could do, how I
could grow.”
Jones has known
Trump personally for
more than 20 years, and
found herself at odds with
him when he began
his “birther” conspiracy
involving
President
Obama, even going so far
as to insist the president
reveal his birth certificate
to prove he was born in
the United States.
Jones said she saw it as
an attempt to classify President Obama as an “other,”
and called Trump personally to tell him it made him
seem like a racist. Trump
ignored her, Jones said.
She in turn “blasted” him
on a Today Show appearance.
“You don’t get to claim
me as a friend if your values basically discount me,”
Jones averred. “And it’s
gotten worse. So we’re not
talking about race now,
we’re talking about gender.
We’re talking about the
way you refer to women.
You think that women are

Star Jones spending money on the Deuces with Annie Tyrell.
beneath you.”
She urged fellow campaigners to push to make
this Nov. 8 election a landslide victory for Clinton, so
Trump “and his minions”
cannot claim there was
anything “wrong” with the
election.
“That’s what you want,”
Jones declared. “You want
to be able to throw it in his
face! We want to really be
able to say, ‘Not only did
we beat you, but you got
beat by a girl!’”
***

Small business owners look to Hillary
Clinton for progress
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Staff Writer

Star Jones admiring designer Sonia Noel’s clothing.

The largest demographic of people opening
business in the United
States are black women,
television personality Star
Jones stated. About 75 percent of women-owned
business makes less than
$50,000 a year.
“It’s really imperative
that we infuse money, capital into businesses so that

they can grow,” Jones
said. “They can invest in
marketing; they can invest
in more product development. And Hillary has really put forth a plan of
action for getting that
done.”
Both Carla Bristol and
Annie Tyrell, local business owners in Midtown,
have their sights set on
Clinton due to her promising proposed small business plan.
Bristol, owner of Gallerie 909, and Tyrell,
owner of Annie’s Beauty
Supply, support Clinton’s
small business plan for individual, yet similar reasons.
Bristol’s major concern
for small business is the
need for aid and direction
to stay open.
“A lot of galleries are
closing due to oversaturation in the area and not
enough art buyers,” said
Bristol.
Although Bristol has
been able to shift her focus
and strategies to continue
growing her business, she
acknowledged that many
small businesses, especially galleries, because

they are self-funded need
additional aid and direction
to stay open.
She believes that Clinton’s small business plan
offers that opportunity to
small business owners
through her claim to unlock access to capital.
What are Clinton’s
plans for small businesses?
• Give small businesses—including women
and minority-owned small
businesses—access to the
financing they need to
build, grow and hire
• Work to boost smallbusiness lending by easing
burdens for community
banks and credit unions
• Allow entrepreneurs
to defer student-loan payments with no interest
while they get their ventures off the ground
Bristol believes that
with the increase of capital
available to small businesses, they will be able to
increase marketing ventures and spread the word
about their services.
One example Bristol uses
to explain her reason behind
supporting Clinton comes
from her usage of Square for
merchant transactions.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
As a small business
owner, Square offers her a
$6,800 loan to be paid off
by a percentage of sales
from her business and
does not create an additional payment. Clinton’s
small business plan falls in
line with this concept
through structured loans
or grants, allowing a small
business to succeed without falling into debt.
“She is more in touch
with small business,”
stated Bristol.
Tyrell also believes that
Clinton is more in touch
with small businesses and
sees herself voting for her
this November for the sake
and welfare of current and
future small businesses.
Having access to finances will open up more
opportunities to those
thinking about starting a
business, believes Tyrell.
But what excites her most
is the proposal to cut red
tape to streamline the
process of starting a small
business, tax relief and the
opportunity to find new investors.
“What new business
owners may not understand is that in the first

three to five years it may
be a struggle,” said Tyrell,
who spoke from personal
experience.
becoming
After
$40,000 in debt, she was
faced with two options: relocate due to rent costs or
close the doors.
However, she was determined to make Annie’s
Beauty Supply a success.
Tyrell continues to
work full time as a RN, in
addition to managing and
manning the storefront to
supplement her needs.
Tyrell acknowledges
that building her business
has been tough with the
addition of a large debt and
a decreased credit score,
but she believes the proposed changes in Clinton’s
small business plan will
allow future entrepreneurs
to succeed with fewer
headaches.
“When I started this
business my credit was
awesome…having
bad
credit should not be the
sole indicator of a business’ success,” said Tyrell.
Even though Trump’s
campaign has reportedly
announced the formation
of a small-business advi-

Sonia Noel, Star Jones and Carla Bristol
at Gallerie 909.
sory council designed to
advise Trump on the issues most relevant to small
business owners, this isn’t
enough for Bristol and
Tyrell.
Both agree that his
derogatory comments towards women and the
African-American community make them feel uncomfortable about their
futures as minority, female
business owners.
“I don’t get the feeling
he’ll be unbiased,” said
Bristol. “I migrated from
South America…and what
I’m hearing is what feels

like a tremendous amount
of hate.”
“I definitely would support Hillary, she has a better grasp on women and
small business goals,” said
Tyrell. “The things that
this man says are truly unbelievable.”
“She can identify with
women issues for sure,
being a woman herself.
Hillary and her support of
women and women in
business, even women in
the workforce needing to
be paid and paid equally,”
Tyrell continued.
Bristol pointed out

Elihu Brayboy, Star Jones and Carolyn Brayboy
at Chief’s Creole Café.
Trump’s failed business
ventures and lack of political experience.
“Even his failures have
been seen as successes,”
said Bristol. “We don’t feel
like Trump is relatable and
he has no proven history
dealing with charity and
the middle and lower
classes. I can see him get
people with promises and
not delivering.”
“I definitely feel that
everyone that can vote
needs to get out and make
their voices heard,” stated
Tyrell. “Absentee ballots
make it possible if you

can’t get out of the house.”
The deadline for absentee request is 5 p.m. Nov 2.
Requests can be made by
submitting a Mail Ballot
Request Form on the Pinellas County Supervisor or
Elections Office’s website,
calling (727) 464-VOTE
(8683), emailing MailBallot@VotePinellas.com or
writing the Supervisor of
Elections Office.
Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 8. Polls are open
7-7 p.m. If you’re in line by
7 p.m., you’re allowed to
vote.
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Suncoast Chapter of Jack Jill honors community leaders at fundraising gala
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Suncoast Chapter of
Jack and Jill of America,
Inc. in partnership with the
Jack and Jill of America
Foundation, Inc. recently
celebrated its annual Fall
Fundraising Gala, Champions of Children: Hearts
Afire at St. Petersburg
Country Club.
A host of family, friends
and honored guests attended the pink carpet affair
to
recognize
outstanding members of
the St. Petersburg commu-

nity and raise funds to support the chapter’s many
community service projects. The gala also featured
a silent auction and entertainment by the Lakewood
High School Jazz Ensemble.
The evening began
with a warm welcome by
immediate past Chapter
President Vikki T. GaskinButler followed by an invocation from the Chapter
Chaplain
Brooke
Taylor. Nicole Richardson,
the chapter’s teen presi-

dent, also had the honor of
introducing the mistress of
ceremony WTSP Channel 10 news anchor Tammie Fields.
There was much excitement in the room Fields
gracefully spoke from the
podium highlighting each
of the Champions of Children: Hearts Afire honorees.
Awards were presented
to three outstanding community leaders who are
committed and work tirelessly to improve the lives

of children: Manitia Moultrie, AKA AKAdemy director,
Dr.
Christopher
Warren, National Institute
of Health Project Coordinator and Dr. Phillip Harris,
Hillsborough County Government Director of Children Services.
“We are proud to recognize and highlight the
array of contributions that
our honorees have made
and continue to make in
their respective communities,” said Chapter President Cheryl Bradbury.

The program culminated with special recognition to event sponsors
including
AKA
AKAdemy/Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County, Inc., BDE
Florida, LLC, John Hopkins Medicine and Manatee
Cardiovascular
Wellness Institute.
Proceeds from the
event will benefit charitable
community programs that
support youth and families
in Pinellas, Manatee
and Sarasota counties.

About Jack and Jill of
America, Inc.
Jack and Jill is a national organization with
over 230 chapters in 35
states and the District of
Columbia, representing
over 30,000 family members. The core of the Jack
and Jill of America philosophy is that every child – if
given the proper guidance
and opportunity – can be
developed into a leader.
For more information,
please visit JackandJillSuncoast.org.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
There’s a new bar in town
From PORCH, page 1

behavioral problems with
psychosocial therapies
and resources.
The building that his
bar currently occupies
was the health center’s
old space, but as the operation grew the office became too small. Anderson
transferred the health
center to 58th Avenue
North, and with the building still in his name, he
got the inspiration to start
a lounge area.
“It’s something I always wanted to do for the
community,” he said.
Anderson also owns

two other storefronts next
door, Marc’s Wash and
Fold Laundromat and
Area 26, a recording studio for music and podcasts.
“It is a difficult
process to work almost
like 24 hours a day,” said
the 31-year-old entrepreneur. “I have always been
a motivated person.”
Anderson next focus
will be to provide food
service with options at
the bar, such as food
trucks or installing a
kitchen. He’s also looking
at other party themes

such as Teen Night and
Salsa Night.
“Still needs more character,” Anderson said
about his latest venture.
The Porch is getting
ready to host the after
party for 95.7 Beats By
The Bay, a music festival
being held this Saturday,
Oct. 22 at Vinoy Park.
The party starts at 10
p.m. and will go non-stop
until 3 a.m. Live music
and drink specials will be
featured.
For more info, visit
their Facebook page or
call (727) 800-9739

Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

C onneCt W ith U s !
Jondae Solomon pouring drinks.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Law Office Of
B. Brinson Insurance Agency RONALD
L. NELSON, P.A.
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

CLASSIFIED
St. PeterSburg Free CliniC seeking a Case
Manager for the Beacon House Men's Residence.
Apply today at stpetersburgfreeclinic.org.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE

(Next to Skyway Mall)

$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.

Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

(727) 867-3696

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Hall of Fame Café
From HEALTH, page 1

the inductees, and praised
them for making Golfview
Healthcare Center feel like
home.
“We live in a society
where we all need each
other,” Haynes stated, saying he admires how employees will adopt a
resident if they have no
family members visiting
them.
And even though he
was tricked into being the
guest speaker, he couldn’t
help but gush about his
daughter.
“When she came to
work here she was ecstatic.
She came and told me she
had gotten a job and she
loved the people and it’s a
wonderful place to work
and she’s going to be here
forever,” he beamed.
Collier has been in long
term care since 2000, and
has been with Golfview for
two years.
“It’s just joyous to be
able to work in the geriatric
population and look at the
residents as my own family.
This is my family. I have to
be an advocate because
some residents don’t have
anyone,” said Collier.
2016 inductees into the
Hall of Fame Café
Margaret Pittmon was
born and raised in St. Petersburg. She began her career in healthcare by
working at Concordia
Manor for one year in the
housekeeping and laundry
department. After becoming a certified nursing assistant
(CNA),
she
transferred to the nursing
department and worked as
a CNA for 10 years.
After leaving Concordia
Manor, Pittmon accepted a
job at Golfview in the laundry and dietary department. For the last 22 years

she has been working as a
CNA, where she strives to
provide excellent nursing
care to her residents.
She has a great passion
for the elderly, and with that
she believes in building
long lasting and trusting relationship with her residents.
Pittmon is a mother of
three and a proud grandmother of eight. Her favorite pass times include
family, relaxing, watching
television, doing puzzles
and shopping.
She was inducted to the
2016 Hall of Fame Café for
community involvement
and professional achievements.
Rosaleen Swift was
born in Ballinrobe, a town
in County Mayo in Ireland
just as the Irish Civil War
began in 1922. She grew up
in New York and later
moved to the Bronx. Graduating in June of 1941, she
was awarded a four-year
commercial diploma for her
“proficiency in scholarship
and integrity of character.”
Swift joined the Research Institute of America
as a typist in the secretarial
pool at age 17. During the
next 45 years, she received
various promotions, culminating in her appointment
as executive secretary to
the executive director. She
stayed home to take care of
her parents and wounded
war hero brother, becoming the primary breadwinner and caretaker.
She did all of this while
pursuing a successful career at a time when the
“glass ceiling” seemed unbreakable. Swift represents
a generation of women
who may not have received
the acclaim they deserved,
but certainly wielded great

influence. Whether assisting the executive director
of a prestigious tax institute
in New York City, or making sure her nephews and
nieces understood that all
people deserve respect, her
influence was and remains
an integral part of everyone’s lives she touches.
Swift was inducted to
the 2016 Hall of Fame Café
for her professional involvement and educational
achievements.
St. Pete High School
student Jonas
Giangrosso consistently maintains honor roll status. He
is very involved in the community and takes pride in
his accomplishments. He
has been volunteering and
touching lives at Golfview
for the past seven years.
Jonas provides companionship to the elderly
and helps to improve their
quality of life by enhancing
their physical and mental
wellbeing. Recently, he
participated in the Edible
Peace Patch Project, which
is a nonprofit that strives to
eliminate poverty as a factor in educational success
and diet related health issues by cultivating healthy
minds and bodies.
A very important part
of his life is his family, and

of course spending time
with them is at the top of
his list. When asked what
he is most proud of he
replied, “My family and volunteering in the community.”

Jonas also enjoys fitness, martial arts, drawing,
music and playing the cello.
The residents at Golfview
are always happy to see
him come.
Jonas was inducted to

the 2016 Hall of Fame Café
for community involvement
and educational achievements.
Congratulations to all
three 2016 Hall of Fame
Café inductees.

L-R, DeShay Collier, Rev. Alvin Miller, Ann Killen and Watson Haynes

Jonas Giangrosso, center, and family

L-R, Nephew John Rabbitt, Rosaleen Swift
and Karen Rabbitt

Jordan Bolds

Margaret Pittmon, left, with Dir.
of Nursing Marcea McFarlane
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Rock of Jesus holds candidate forum
From FORUM page 1

The event was far different from the political atmosphere that has become
commonplace in recent
U.S. politics. The candidates could not blame, attack or otherwise harm
one another while speaking. They were each given
three minutes to speak
without the risk of being interrupted. Consequently,
the event was largely about
the issues and problems
unique to the local community.
Moderated by Trevor
Pettiford of Bay News 9,
the candidates each had a
lot to say when asked how
they would work in a bipartisan fashion to get things
done.
Rouson explained his
work with a largely Republican Florida House to pass
bills related to education
and preventing gun violence. “A Democrat can’t
pass those things alone,”
he said.
Jolly spoke about being
the first representative, republican or democrat, to
call for Donald Trump to
drop out of the race.
Crist discussed his time
as a then Republican governor and his use of the 2008
stimulus package, offered
to him by President Barack
Obama. Crist accepted the
stimulus despite the Republican Party’s disapproval because he thought
it to be the best decision for
the people of Florida.
When asked for solutions to the availability of illegal firearms coming into
the community, all three
candidates expressed similar ideas.
Jolly pushed the need
for stronger, more comprehensive
background
checks as well as a gun
buyback program. He also

said that the parties need
to be more willing to work
together to put forward a
bipartisan solution.
Crist largely agreed
with Jolly on this subject
but emphasized the need
for an assault rifle ban.
“Even as a proponent of
the Second Amendment
and a hunter, I don’t understand why we have to have
assault weapons available
to citizens,” he said. “We
have seen far too many acts
of violence across our
country in the past year.”
Rouson shared his support for the “no fly, no buy”
bill under which people on
the No Fly list are unable to
purchase firearms. The No
Fly list is a watch list created by the Terrorist
Screening Center of known
or suspected terrorists that
keep them from flying to or
from the US or within the
US.
Rouson spent $5,000
from his personal accounts
to buy guns off the streets
after witnessing the aftermath of the murder of St.
Pete resident Cynthia
Bethune in 2003, and now
stresses educational programs on proper gun use
and storage.
When asked about
what they would do to protect the community from
such environmental disasters as the local sewage crisis, the candidates’ ideas
varied.
Crist mentioned a need
for new infrastructure, emphasizing the need to do
what is right for the community, and his support of
Hillary Clinton’s “$520 billion plan” to improve it.
“Infrastructure is important, and one thing that
the government can do is
create incentives, so parallel lines are kept up-to-

date,” Rouson said. “In economically depressed communities, folks can’t afford
to fix plumbing that goes
from house to street, and
so the government must
provide incentives.”
Jolly held that the
sewage crisis was due to
neglect from City Hall. “Jurisdiction is important,” he
said. “The responsibility of
sewage rests with the
mayor.”
But Jolly did talk about
his experience with this
issue and how serious he
was about it.
“My
wife
walked
through sewage to investigate this for local leadership,”
he
recalled,
demonstrating the lengths
at which he and his spouse
are willing to go to provide
any form of aid that they
can from where he stands
in the government.
The candidates were
also asked about the issue
of declining quality in education. “Poverty affects a
child’s ability to learn,”
Rouson said.
He recalled visiting a
school and finding a child
sitting alone in timeout.
Her explanation for why
she was there was that she
“couldn’t think today” because her mother had been
arrested for drugs the
night before.
According to Rouson,
one size does not fit all, and
the emphasis should not be
on how to fix the school
system but rather on what
can be done to improve the
child’s success. He said
that education must become more creative and responsive if it is to succeed.
“We should invest in
public schools, bring in
high-quality teachers to
failing schools,” said Jolly,
who believes in providing

scholarships for students
so that they can attend private schools.
“Let’s empower families
to choose where they send
their students,” he said.
Jolly also emphasized
providing workforce training in technical schools.
“Let’s invest in workforce training and skills
training… that create the
ability for individual students to graduate with a degree.”
Crist expressed the
need to investigate failing
schools, applauding Rep.
Kathy Castor for doing so.
He said that if schools in
one part of the county are
getting more than schools
in another part, “That’s not
right.”
With the question of increasing minimum wage
and stimulating job creation, all three called for a
raise in the current minimum salary.
Jolly expressed slight
reserve on the issue, mentioning companies that,
after being called upon by
President Obama to increase overtime pay, cut all
employees down to parttime hours.
“I think we need to see
minimum wage increase…
but also protect jobs,” he
said, and “figure out in a bipartisan way how we do
that.”
Rouson expressed the
concern that once the wage
is increased, people might
be replaced with technology. This concept has already been done at Wawa
and is currently being
tested in some McDonald’s
sites.
Crist added to this, saying that raising the minimum wage would provide
employees with the ability
to go to restaurants with

their increased incomes
and thus stimulate the
economy further. “It’s not
rocket science, but it is
common sense,” he said.
At the end of the panel,
the audience was allowed
to ask the candidates questions. The first one was if
and how they would stay in
touch with the area.
All of the candidates expressed that St. Petersburg
was their home and they
would always return to it.
The candidates were
also asked about how they
would hold law enforcement accountable for any
crimes they commit in the
field.
Crist mentioned meeting with police officers in
St. Petersburg who are
using training to eliminate
bias.
“All of us have biases
and the training is to take
those out. When you see
someone with a hood walking fast people can reach
an unfair conclusion. This
training helps reduce that.
More fairness and objectivity should be occurring,”
he said.
“A crime is a crime
whether you’re wearing
street clothes or a law enforcement uniform,” Jolly
said, explaining that no
matter how much authority
someone may or may not

have, they must answer to
the law.
Rouson felt similarly
about police brutality, with
an emphasis on his time
working with law enforcement. “I got to see that officers are human.”
“I will stand strong for
bad officers to be punished
appropriately,” he said. “A
good officer doesn’t want a
bad cop standing next to
him.”
Florida House hopeful
Wengay Newton was late to
the forum due to prior obligations but spoke briefly at
the end about his personal
desire to stop the over-incarceration of poor youth
in the area, citing that they
want the opportunity to
vote and work but that
those opportunities are not
present.
“One thousand kids
want jobs, and only 160 are
available. Meanwhile, 600
to 800 of them are arrested
that year,” he said, weighing in on the last question
of the night.
Rep. Rouson’s and
Newton’s opponents in the
race John Houman and
Cori Fournier, respectively,
were not in attendance.
Logon to TheWeeklyChallenger.com to watch
video of the forum by Jessie
Santero from the Neighborhood News Bureau.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Edible Peace Patch adds to its
board of directors

Christopher Warren
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Edible Peace Patch
Project, which is a St. Petebased nonprofit that maintains
and
installs
educational gardens in
Title I elementary schools
in Pinellas County, announced three new members to its board of
directors: Diane Lajoie,
Loretta
Calvin
and
Christopher Warren.
Diane Gardner Lajoie
is a retired school psychologist for Pinellas County
Schools
where
she
worked closely with students with severe emotional, behavioral or
learning challenges for
over 28 years. Lajoie held
several leadership roles,
including being the coordinator of the Safe
Schools/Healthy Students
Anger
Management
Training Team where she
provided training and consultation to professional
staff and law enforcement
across the district.
Loretta Monroe Calvin
is the president and chief
strategist for Monroe Consulting Group in Tampa,
providing strategic sup-

Dianne Gardner Lajoie Loretta Monroe Calvin
port for small to medium
businesses in the areas of
organizational development, strategic planning,
talent management and
executive coaching. Monroe has senior business
leadership experience and
has served on the Board
for organizations such as
the Pinellas County Urban
League and the United
Negro College Fund.
Christopher Warren,
Ph.D. joins the Edible
Peace Patch Project with a
strong background in education, youth mentoring,
community engagement
and nonprofit budget management. He currently
serves as the Project Coordinator for the National
Institute of Health grantfunded “Figuring It Out
for the Child” co-parenting
initiative at USF St. Petersburg. Also, he has recently
been appointed to serve as
the Cultural Development
and Inclusion consultant
for the Juvenile Welfare
Board of Pinellas County.
Additional board members include Linda Marcelli, Board Chair; Carol
Mickett,
Treasurer;

Kristin Brett; Andrew
Chittick, Ph.D.; Rob
Hogeveen and Lynda Jollay.
About The Edible
Peace Patch
Established in January
2009, The Edible Peace
Patch Project began when
a group of ambitious Eckerd College students and
their Environmental Studies professor built a
schoolyard garden to
teach students how to
grow vegetables and be
active participants in their
environment.
The nonprofit installs
educational gardens in
Title I schools and has gardens in seven schools in
south St. Petersburg. The
Edible Peace Patch is now
at the forefront of teaching
wellness, healthy eating
and STEAM (science,
technology, reading, engineering, arts and math) to
children and their families.
The mission of the Edible
Peace Patch is to cultivate
healthy minds and bodies
through hands-on educational gardens to help
grow successful lives and
communities.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mt. Zion Children and Youth Ministry
BY LAURA MULROONEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
After a trip to Belize this
summer, community outwas
forever
reach
changed in the eyes of
some local teens.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church took a group of 810 youths to rural villages
in Santana, Lucky Strike,
Maskell and Bomba, Belize, to focus on working
with children and teens in
each village that are
plagued by similar issues
faced in the United States.
“It was amazing how
that trip changed our
youth’s perspective. It
began to change their
hearts and their desire to
help people,” said Rev.
Shawn Thomas, youth
pastor at Mt. Zion Progressive.
The mission to Belize
focused on youth evangelism and provided a vacation bible school to the
children in the area.
Since returning from
the Central American
country, Thomas has
seen a significant change
in the youths who participated; he believes something was ignited within
them.
Previously,
when
asked why they volunteer
for these events, the children would say, “Because
Pastor Shawn said we
were going to do this,” explained Thomas.
“The youths are now
coming to me with community
involvement
ideas.”
Noticing a change in
his own teenage daughters, Thomas believes
“they have learned what it
means to live our lives
helping other people and

to be grateful.”
“In America we have
people we classify as poor
but they have resources
to live decently, but to go
to a country where people
don’t have resources and
not even have access to
the resources, it’s a different experience,” said
Thomas.
Although they are
looking forward to next
year’s trip, Thomas and
the Children and Youth
Ministry
participants
keep busy by participating or hosting a community event every month.
Thomas joined Mt.
Zion Progressive three
years ago after finishing
his master’s degree in divinity from the Interdenominational Theological
Center in Atlanta. He
came prepared to take on
his new responsibility
with a single motto: “To
be spiritually connected,
socially conscious and
smart in culture.”
He believes to succeed, youths need a real
and relevant relationship
with Jesus, a strong social
concept about what’s
going on in the community, the knowledge to
know they need to do
something about it and to
be well rounded and educated.
To help build a relevant relationship with
Jesus, Thomas created a
dynamic worship experience for the community’s
youth. The experience
consists of three different
services focused on age
specific needs:
fo“Masterpieces”
cuses on the basic introduction of the bible and
the importance of a relationship with Jesus to preschool aged children.
“King’s Young Divine

Servants” focuses on elementary aged youths and
places emphasis on the
fundamentals to begin the
journey of spiritually and
socially impacting their
communities with the
gospel of Jesus Christ
“One80 Teen Ministry” is dedicated to continuing the process of
spiritual and social development needed for middle and high school
students to impact their
communities and the
world.
“Each worship service
occurs simultaneously
and focuses on reaching
out to children and youth
at their own level,” explained Thomas. “Even
the music is relevant; the
youths have a great band
that plays. We focus on
small groups and really
getting the message
across.”
The ministry’s message is to love God and to
love people, no matter
their background, color,
sexual orientation, et
cetera, said Thomas.
In addition to the Teen
Mission Team, other programs exist for youths
who want to get involved
in their community and
prepare for life as adults.
The Social Justice
team consists of 20 youths
who try to figure out what
they can do to rectify issues of social injustice
and create social change
on matters of racism and
miseducation in the community.
Children and Youth
Ministry also offer college prep programs and
offer information on career alternatives such as
military service.
“We’re
trying
to
change a generation, we
want them to grow up and

be world changers,” said
Thomas.
The next two months
bring two major events to
the community:
Mt. Zion is partnering
again with the City of St.
Petersburg’s Parks and
Recreation Department
to sponsor OctoberFest, a
free and safe event for
children Monday, Oct. 31
from 6 – 9 p.m. at the
Thomas “Jet” Jackson
Recreation Center, 1000
28th St S. There will be
entertainment,
candy,
games and costume contests.
On Christmas day,
Mt. Zion will invite 25
families in transition with
school aged children to
the Jesus is Coming to
Town event. With the
help of community partners, the St. Petersburg
Free Clinic and the
School Board of Pinellas
County, the families will
be chosen based off of
need.
Mt. Zion will pick up
the families from their
residences so that they
can attend Christmas
service and will be provided a true Christmas
feast,
according
to
Thomas.
“We are going to be
their family for the day,”
explained
excitedly
Thomas. “The children
will receive gifts and the
parents will be provided
with necessities.”
The event comes with
the intent to follow up
with each family and assist when needed during
their time of transition.
Thomas invites anyone interested in joining
the Mt. Zion Progressive
community and encourages anyone who knows a
child or youth who needs
the type of leadership

they provide to have them
join, even if they are not
members of the church.
More information on
Mt. Zion Progressive’s
Children and Youth Ministry can be found online

at mzprogressive.org/
cym/ or Facebook at
mzpOne80teens.
For further inquiries,
please contact Christina
Brown at 727-894-4311
ext. 219.

14

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2016

CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your
church ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeeklychallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

House of Prayer
Rev. Chambers, Spirtulaist
Help with all problems of life
Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

60 years experience

727-289-2078
Help bring you back to the Lord

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry
and thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for October
Oct 18 - Church Outing: Mt.
Sinai Baptist Church, 37th
Church Anniversary-7:00 p.m.
Reverend Brian K. Brown delivering the message and the St.

Mark Male Chorus rendering
Song Service
Oct 22 - Young Adult Ministry (YAMS) Fall Festival-Alternative to Halloween. 4-7 p.m.
Oct 23 - Children and Youth
Ministry (C.Y.M.) to observe
Cancer Awareness Month during the morning worship hour.
The colors are Pink for Breast
Cancer and Blue for Prostate
Cancer.
Oct 26-28 - Congress # 2Southside Tabernacle Baptist
Church
Oct 30 - 5th Sunday Mission
Emphasis-During 10:45 a.m.
Services-Visitation to Sick and
Shut-in Members
Operation Love-After Morning Worship
Sunday school held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday school starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.

Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sun. 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public are
invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children & Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tue. at
6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday:
7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday:
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
every
Wednesday
Study
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Schedule – 8 am Sunday Church
School – 8:45 am Worship Service.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
“Best 10 Sermons – 1 DVD + 9
CD's, per-order you now, for a Donation of $25. All orders must be received by Oct. 30 – make all checks
or money order payable to FMBC.
All orders will be ready Nov. 13.
WEST COAST BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
Sat., Oct. 29 at 9 am – Fifth Sunday Workshop, Dr. W. Mark
Greene, Facilitator, questions contact Min. Sharon Saulsby, Dean.
ALL WC CHURCHES ARE
ASKED TO BE IN ATTENDANCE.
118TH ANNUAL SESSION
HELD AT FRIENDSHIP
Wed., Nov. 9 – Morning and Afternoon Meetings, Classes and
Worship Services are under separate cover.
7 pm - YOUTH EXPLOSION –
Open to the Community
Thurs., Nov. 10 – Morning and
Afternoon Meeting, Classes and
Worship Services are under separate cover.
7 pm – The Moderator’s Hour
– Open to the Community
Fri., Nov. 11 – Morning and Af-

Unity of Midtown

I AM Christ
Scripture – “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living
God (Matthew 16:16).”
Denial – “I let go of any
idea that Jesus was the only
Christ.”
Affirmation – “I AM the
Christ.”
Jesus is known as Jesus
Christ or Jesus, the Christ or
Christ Jesus. Christ was not
Jesus’ last name but it was a
level of consciousness in
which obtained and operated. Recognizing the power
of the I AM is the Christ consciousness. Jesus realized
the I AM of his being and
went about doing good and
healing people of all types of

spiritual, mental and physical
diseases (Acts 10:38).
Jesus was not the first
Christ and he certainly was
not the last Christ. Christ is
the anointing of God in or
upon a person, place or thing
to do something supernatural. Whenever Christ manifest through a person, place
or thing in the Bible, it was
empowered to do something
beyond it normal activities.
One major biblical example
is Moses hitting the rock and
water coming out of it Water
does not come out of rocks.
That rock was Christ (I
Corinthians 10:1-4).
Today, I AM the Christ.

You are the Christ. We are
the Christ. It is not our physical bodies that is Christ but
it the Spirit living within us.
The fact that Christ is in us
and that we are Christ in the
earth today is a mystery that
God is revealing to more and
more people every day
(Colossians 1:27). The unveiling of this mystery gives
us hope and encourages us
to be who Jesus Christ was,
to do what he did and even
greater works (John 14:12).
Reflection Question –
What is the difference between saying that Christ lives
in me and saying I AM the
Christ?

First Mt. Zion MBC

Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which is
often referred to as “THE SHIP”,
will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am, 10:45 am
and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM 12:00
NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM (THE
BEST ONE HOUR OF YOUR
DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM – THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO
JOIN US.
Oct. at the Ship – Think Pink!
Fri., Oct. 21 – Attention Ladies
of the Ship, “An Evening in White”
with the First Lady of Friendship –
Hotel Zamora in St. Pete Beach, departing from Church at 6:30 pm.
Further information and Donation
Cost will be located in the Atrium.
Mon., Oct. 24 at 7 pm – 19/39
Committee Meeting – All members
are asked to attend and be on time,
matters of great importance.
Sat., Oct. 29 – “Trunk or Treat”,
Ministry Leaders are asked to see
First Lady for further information.
Sun., Oct. 30 - 5th Sunday

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER

ternoon Meeting, Classes and Worship Services are under separate
cover.
10 am – The Women’s President Hour (Attire Brown and Rust
Orange) – Open to the Community
11 am – The Laymen’s President Hour – Open to the Community
7 pm – WORSHIP AND COMMUNION SERVICE – Open to the
Community
“THE SHIP” won't sail without
YOU! For additional information on
any of the announcements, please
contact us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - EMail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE
Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

All are invited to join the
First Mt. Zion Missionary
Baptist Church family for
the culmination of their
Unity Day activities.
The final worship service will take place on Sunday, October 23 during

the 11:00 o’clock hour. The
speaker for the occasion is
the dynamic Minister Matty
Lane from New Pleasant
Grove Missionary Baptist
Church.
Come and hear this powerful women of God as she

boldly proclaims the spoken
word. The ministries of the
church will also be recognized at this time.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd Street South,
where Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

16

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2016

COMMUNITY NEWS
Open house at the Manhattan
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The City of St. Petersburg
gave community members
and interested stakeholders
an opportunity to tour the
Manhattan Casino before the
Request for Proposal (RFP)
is released later this month.
Urban Affairs Director
Nikki Capehart said the timing of the event was
synched with honoring Minority Enterprise Development Week.
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum Chair Terri
Lipsey-Scott said the pre
RFP tour came as the museum had begun to petition
the city to house the Woodson at the Manhattan.
She stated that she was
“delighted by the number of
supporters who convened
on a Friday evening with
short notice to envision the
Manhattan Casino space as
an expansion of the Woodson museum.”
Lipsey-Scott said the
Manhattan Casino represents one of the most his-

toric structures that remain
along the Deuces “whose
fond memories are expressed with great interest
for preservation.”
The Woodson museum
is St. Petersburg’s highest
ranked museum in the city
according to Google, and
tied in first place on Facebook with the Dali Museum, representing a 4.8
rating.
Despite the museum
having one restroom available for their hundreds of
guests, poor parking lighting, and lacks paid full-time
personnel, its efforts are celebrated by visitors who return time and time again,
said Lipsey-Scott.
“Understanding that the
mayor has decided to issue
an RFP for the city-owned
Manhattan Casino, the
Woodson and friends are
hopeful that the request will
be written with inclusive language as to not negate the
museum’s desire to be considered,” she remarked.
More than 1,000 supporters have signed a petition for the mayor’s
consideration to honor their

request for the museum’s
expansion at the Manhattan
Casino.
The Manhattan Casino
is a two-story complex with
an open bar area and restaurant on the first floor and a
large multi-purpose banquet
facility upstairs. Approximately 2.8 million dollars
was spent to renovate the
two-story facility in 2005.
The original Manhattan
Casino was built in 1925 and
became a renowned venue
for black artist who performed on the Chitterlings
Circuit - the only venue
where African –American
musicians could perform in
Jim Crow St. Pete.
“It’s a great opportunity
to continue the growth of
minority business enterprises along the historic
Deuces corridor,” Capehart
said.
Scott echoed similar
sentiments by stating that
she would love to work with
prospective new clients and
encourage them to take part
in refining and defining the
redevelopment area in the
heart of south St. Petersburg.

